Lesson 
4
Trusting Jesus in Immoral Times
Thessalonica was a port city, home for many cultures and worldviews. The people who first turned to Christ brought with them a background of confused morality at best or blatant immorality at worst.  Trusting Jesus involved settling the issue of how much their past would influence their lives in the future.  Doesn’t that sound like us?
	Key Verse

 3It is God's will that you should be sanctified: that you should avoid sexual immorality (1 Thess. 4:3)  


 1 Thessalonians 4:1-12

 1Finally, brothers, we instructed you how to live in order to please God, as in fact you are living. Now we ask you and urge you in the Lord Jesus to do this more and more. 2For you know what instructions we gave you by the authority of the Lord Jesus.
  3It is God's will that you should be sanctified: that you should avoid sexual immorality; 4that each of you should learn to control his own body[a] in a way that is holy and honorable, 5not in passionate lust like the heathen, who do not know God; 6and that in this matter no one should wrong his brother or take advantage of him. The Lord will punish men for all such sins, as we have already told you and warned you. 7For God did not call us to be impure, but to live a holy life. 8Therefore, he who rejects this instruction does not reject man but God, who gives you his Holy Spirit.
9Now about brotherly love we do not need to write to you, for you yourselves have been taught by God to love each other.
Go Deeper
How do we please God? Paul reminded the Thessalonians that his ongoing theme for them hadn’t changed with this letter.  He had urged them during his visit to live to please God.  In this letter, that was still his primary objective (1 Thess. 4:1).  
10And in fact, you do love all the brothers throughout Macedonia. Yet we urge you, brothers, to do so more and more. 

 11Make it your ambition to lead a quiet life, to mind your own business and to work with your hands, just as we told you, 12so that your daily life may win the respect of outsiders and so that you will not be dependent on anybody.

In the language of this section, it is clear that we please God when we agree with His plans for us and pursue sanctification and holiness with His help (vv. 3, 7). What we must settle in our hearts and minds is God’s passionate desire for our good.  He does not ask from us anything that isn’t for our benefit.  
We please God most when we desire what He desires, when we ask for His will even though our  will may be different – as Jesus prayed in the Garden of Gethsemane (Mark 14:36).
Throughout Scripture, we find numerous insights regarding this task to please God.  Jesus pointed out that His life was about saying and doing what pleased His Father (see John 5:30; 8:29).
In Romans 12:1, Paul tells us, “I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship.”

Go Deeper Continued…

That word spiritual implies a logical, expected lifestyle for each believer, and acceptable can also be translated “pleasing.”  Living for Christ has the same effect on God as did some of the Old Testament worship, where God is said to have “smelled the pleasing aroma” (Gen. 8:21).  Both Ephesians 5:10 and Colossians 1:10 parallel the counsel of 1 Thessalonians, urging believers to watch for what pleases God and then live that way.
Pleasing God is a life-result.  It’s a big enough idea to take up our lives every day.  Or, to put it another way, everything we do can be shaped by this central question: “Will this please God or not?”  One of the central statements in all of Scripture that describes our relationship with God uses this theme of God’s pleasure as the focus: “And without faith it is impossible to please him, for whoever would draw near to God must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who seek him” (Heb. 11:6). Living for Christ means that we continue to seek God’s will and pleasure even after we have found Him.


he apostle Paul couldn’t help but think that his friends back in Thessalonica were a small band of brothers and sisters in a hostile world.  They were terribly outnumbered.  And the hostility of the world would become harsher when those 
young Christians began to practice a lifestyle distinct from what was typical in that pagan environment.  Paul wanted to instruct and encourage them.  He knew they needed to move from that one simple step of faith in Christ to multiple steps of a life in Christ.  We need to do the same.


How do we do that?  In the first verse of chapter 4, Paul tells his friends, “It’s time to grow up.”  This isn’t new teaching but a directive Paul had already given them, “that as you received from us how you ought to live and to please God, just as you are doing, that you do so more and more” (1Thess. 4:1).  Paul is basically saying, “I’ve heard good news about how you are doing.  That’s great! Now, keep doing it even more!”

For Paul, living the Christian life was like walking a step at a time with a destination in mind.  He told the Ephesians, “I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling to which you have been called” (Eph. 4:1).

Not only is it by faith that we were saved (see Eph. 2:8), it’s also by faith that we live (see Col. 2:6-7). The faith that brought us to new life in Christ Jesus is the same kind of faith that carried us on to full maturity in Christ Jesus.  It’s by faith that we walk and live in ways that please the One who loved us, which is our purpose (see 1 Thess. 4:1 again).

“Now, trusting Jesus as we live in an immoral world means that we have to practice contentment with what Jesus gives us.  And when we live in contentment with what Jesus gives us, we have found success in life.”
If we are walking and living with Christ, we should regularly monitor our decisions with the prayer, “Lord, is what I’m doing pleasing You?” because when we enter eternity we want the Lord say, “Well done, good and faithful servant.” But that requires periodic checkups along the way.  We need to keep short accounts with Him.
Notice how verses 3 and 7 act as parentheses around some specific behavior patterns.  Before and after Paul talks about our conduct, he talks about God’s desires for us.  “For this is the will of God, your sanctification….  For God has not called us for impurity, but in holiness” (vv. 3, 7). When God puts limits on our behavior, He always does so for our good.  When we trust Jesus, we have to walk in such a way that we avoid impurity.  And listen: that is a non-negotiable in the Christian life.  God doesn’t accept sexual impurity one time; He doesn’t accept it ever – because He has our best interests at heart.
The specifics in this case are spelled out in three phrases that begin the same way: “that you abstain from sexual immorality” (v. 3); “that each one of you know how to control his own body” (v. 4); and “that no one transgress and wrong his brother in this matter” (v. 6).  Paul says we have to learn how to control our passions.  We trust Jesus to help us to learn how to control our drives, our sexual cravings, our bodies, and our treatment of others.  Walking with Jesus always involves living in a way that respects God and others.

The holiness God expects to help us develop doesn’t involve isolation from the world but constant righteous interaction with the world.  It often seems as if the Church today is afraid of holiness.  Perhaps that’s because we don’t have a clue what holiness is.

One way to describe holiness can be found in the positive encouragement Paul gives his friends in verses 9-12.  These directions parallel the constraints of the previous paragraph.  Holiness is expressed through loving one another (v. 9).  To this central objective, Paul added that they should seek: “to do this (love) more and more” (v. 10), “to aspire to live quietly” (v. 11), “to mind (their) own affairs” (v. 11) and “to work with (their) hands” (v. 11). It turns out that a quiet, thoughtful kind of life pleases the Lord God – not constantly badgering those around us, not constantly borrowing from other people but being content with what God gives us.
Now, trusting Jesus as we live in an immoral world means that we have to practice contentment with what Jesus gives us.  And when we live in contentment with what Jesus gives us, we have found success in life.  Trusting Jesus this way is how we can maintain that distinction He was talking about when He said that His disciples would be in the world but not of the world (see John 15:19).

Express It

Life is a continual cascade of choices.  But at any time most of us face a handful of decisions we know will affect our lives for a long time.  What are those decisions for you?  How willing are you to pursue God’s pleasure and hold each of those choices up to the light of the question, “Which alternative fits best with God’s purpose of creating sanctification and holiness in my life?”  Use that question to pray through your current set of pressing choices.  Experience God’s pleasure by determining to do His will.
Consider It

As you read 1 Thessalonians 4:1-12, consider these questions:
1) What previous teaching was Paul reinforcing in this letter?
_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

2) How did Paul compare God’s behavioral expectations with the standards of the pagan world?
_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

3) This section speaks about God’s desire for your sanctification and holiness. How would you describe a lifestyle that exhibits holiness?
_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

4) According to v. 8 when a person deliberately rejects the previous behavioral guidelines, who is he or she rejecting? Why does Paul make this a crucial part of his teaching?
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

5) What is a person who claims to be a Christian but insists on living an immoral life failing to understand?    


_____________________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________________

6) What about the positive pursuits listed in vv. 11-12 appeals to you? Why?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7) In what areas of your life do you know you need to step more deliberately toward holiness?

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________
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