Lesson 
3
Trusting Jesus

With Loving Relationships

The relationships we have with one another can be among the strongest sustaining gifts God gives to us for the in-between time - the time between our introduction to Jesus and that wonderful day we see Him face-to-face. 
	Key Verse

And may the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and for all, as we do for you (1 Thess. 3:12)  


 1 Thessalonians 3:1-13

3 1Therefore when we could bear it no longer, we were willing to be left behind at Athens alone, 2and we sent Timothy, our brother and God’s coworker in the gospel of Christ, to establish and exhort you in your faith, 3that no one be moved by these afflictions. For you yourselves know that we are destined for this. 4For when we were with you, we kept telling you beforehand that we were to suffer affliction, just as it has come to pass, and just as you know. 5For this reason, when I could bear it no longer, I sent to learn about your faith, for fear that somehow the tempter had tempted you and our labor would be in vain.
Timothy’s Encouraging Report

 6But now that Timothy has come to us from you, and has brought us the good news of your faith and love and reported that you always remember us kindly and long to see us, as we long to see you— 
Go Deeper
God doesn’t ask us to be sinless, but He does ask us to be blameless. Paul refers to this three times in this letter” 2:10, 3:13, and 5:23.  It’s something hard showing love to other people, isn’t it?  But our love is to be blamelessly holy love, because the love we show may be the only love our neighbor encounters.
7for this reason, brothers, in all our distress and affliction have been comforted about you through your faith.
8For now we live, if you are standing fast in the Lord. 9For what thanksgiving can we return to God for you, for all the joy that we feel for your sake before our God, 10as we pray most earnestly night and day that we may see you face to face and supply what is lacking in your faith?
 11Now may our God and Father himself, and our Lord Jesus, direct our way to you, 12and may the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and for all, as we do for you, 13so that he may establish your hearts blameless in holiness before our God and Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints.
We don’t love that way naturally.  But Paul tells us, “if possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all” (Rom. 12:18).

   The New Testament uses six different Greek words to challenge us to be “blameless.” 

Go Deeper Continued…

Looking at those words helps us understand what “blameless” means:

First- amemptos (1 Thess. 3:13; Phil. 2:14-15).  God wants us to be faultless the moment Jesus Christ comes back.  And since He could come back at any time, it’s important that we keep our hands clean and our hearts pure all the time.

Second-amomos (Col. 1:21-23).  It means to be without rebuke or without blemish; there are not kinks in your armor.

Third –anegkletos (Col. 1:21-23; 1 Cor. 1:8; 1 Tim. 3:10; Titus 1:6-7). It simply means that no one can call you into account.  You are unaccused.

Fourth – amiantos (James 1:27; 1 John 1:9). This word means to be unsoiled, to be free from anything that is debased at all.

Fifth – amometos (
 Tim. 3:2; 6:14). The word implies one not open to censure, irreproachable.  Nobody can call you into account for anything.  You have no skeletons in our closet.


Among many conclusions we could come to based on these verses her are some crucial ones:

· While we cannot e sinless – not this side of glory at least – we can be blameless.

· God doesn’t save us and get us out of hell so that we can live like we’re still there.  God’s plan for us is that we all be blameless (1 Cor. 1:7-8; Eph. 1:4).

· To be blameless will require spiritual vigilance and a significant amount of diligence (2 Pet. 3:14).

· Jesus will one day present us to the Father as His treasured vessels, cleansed and undeserving of any censure (Jude 1:24)

Blameless living is the lifestyle of every Christian who truly anticipates the Lord’s return.  “See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children of God; and so we are.  The reason why the world does not know us is that it did not know him.  Beloved, we are God’s children now, and what we will be has not yet appeared; but we know that when he appears we shall be like him, because we shall see him as he is.  And everyone who thus hopes in him purifies himself as he is pure” (1 John 3:1-3).

It is somehow comforting to remember that the apostle Paul was human.  He was a spiritual giant with healthy Achilles’ heels.  He wrote 25 percent of the New Testament, but he understood he was neither the source nor the author of the message he wrote.  And alongside the message from God that he delivered to us, he also gave us plenty of glimpses of his human shortcomings and struggles.

Chapter 3 of 1 Thessalonians is an admission of personal struggle leading up to a powerful prayer.  When we take those first few steps into spiritual maturity, one of our early discoveries is that there are other people traveling on the road with us.  And not all of them are as nice as we are!  The net of the Gospel gets thrown into our corner of the ocean, and we get pulled in with all kinds of other fish.  And then the Lord informs us that no only are we going to have to learn to live together, but we’re also going to have to love one another.


Sooner, rather than later, trusting Jesus for the next step between here and eternity will mean learning to trust Him for loving relationships as we all grow together.  For Paul, thoughts about the fledging church he had left in Thessalonica were filled with concern.  The man who later wrote, “Do not be anxious about anything” (Phil. 4:6), knew what it was like to be anxious about something.  He was very candid with his Thessalonian friends about his concern.  “For this reason, when I could bear it no longer, I sent to learn about your faith, for fear that somehow the tempter had tempted you and our labor would be in vain” (1 Thess. 3:5).  He didn’t just stew and worry, he sent Timothy to check on the condition of their faith.

Verses 6 through 10 describes Paul’s reaction to Timothy’s glowing report.  Paul’s worst fears had been replaced by gratitude, joy, and a renewed desire to be with the Thessalonians again to “supply what [was] lacking in [their] faith” (v. 10).  Timothy’s description of the church featured two main traits; faith and love.  For Paul, it couldn’t get much better than that.  They were taking the immediate steps needed as they were waiting for Christ’s return.


Timothy’s report sharpened the focus of Paul’s prayers for his Thessalonian brethren.  Verses 11-13 contain a delightful benediction, a call for God’s blessing, for Paul’s own next step and for an ever-increasing outpouring of love among those believers: “Now may our God…direct our way to you, and may the Lord make you increase and abound in love foe one another and for all.”  This is a picture of Christians growing and overflowing with love for each other.  Paul was making the point in prayer that once we have trusted
“One of the great things that can happen to us next weekend is increasing in our love for the one sitting right next to us in church…. Our love can increase.  God wants to increase it.  Part of trusting Jesus is taking the risk to love someone a little more, and after that a little more, until it’s more love than we could ever imagine or come up with on our own.”
Christ as Savior, a primary evidence of our salvation is always our love for God an for others.   They’ll know that you are my disciples,” Jesus said, “if you have love for one another” (see John 13:35). Love is a cornerstone of a life growing in grace.

One of the great things that can happen to us next weekend is increasing in our love for the one sitting right next to us in church. Now, maybe that person is a stranger or someone we’ve known for years. Our love can increase.  God wants to increase it.  Part of trusting Jesus is taking the risk to love someone a little more, and after that a little more, until it’s more love than we could ever imagine or come up with on our own. 


The early Christians stood out in society in two ways: (1) the purity of their lives and (2) the depth and breadth of their love. Their example challenges us to day almost like a slap in the face.  Wouldn’t it be true to say that Christians today are often ridiculed for their lack of purity and love?  Celsus, one of the early vocal critics of Christianity, lived during the second century A.D. He wrote a little book called True Discourse, which was anything but true.  In that book Celsus recorded what he must have thought was a Christian weak point worthy of derision: “These Christians love each other even before they get acquainted,” he mocked.  What he saw as weakness, we see as strength.  Loving others when we barely know them is mark of genuine spiritual life!


If you have only known a snuggly, little Christian community in your hometown all your life, get out and see the world.  Discover Christians from another country, from another culture, from another ethnic background, from another denomination; you will discover that when you meet Christians who love the Lord, you are immediately attracted to one another. Sometimes the spiritual attraction will start before you are even acquainted!


Trusting Jesus means taking the step to let Him increase our loving relationships, not only with other believers but also with all (1 Thess. 3:12). How willing are you to take that step?
Express It

Praying about love may seem like an easy thing, but it isn’t.  When we ask god for an increased capacity for a characteristic such as love, He has a predictable way of answering our prayers.  He puts us in situations, and brings people into our lives that will provoke growth in that area.  Growing in love involves growing pains.  But desire is part of this step of trust.  We can count on a promise when we pray for growth in love: “For it is God who works in you, both to will and to work for his good pleasure” (Phil. 2:13).
Consider It

As you read 1 Thessalonians3:1-13, consider these questions:
1) What makes loving other Christians hard for you?
_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

2) What does Paul say about affliction in the first five verses of this chapter?
_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

3) Based on his actions and feelings, what was Paul’s relationship to his new friends in Thessalonica?
_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

4) Who is the “tempter” Paul mentioned in verse 5, and how might the tempter use the situation in Thessalonica to his advantage?
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

5) How did Paul describe personal affect Timothy’s report had on him? How do you identify with these feelings?    


_____________________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________________

6) What are the basic characteristics in the life of a person who is growing spiritually?​​​​​​​_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7) How can love continue to grow no matter how large it has become?

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

