Lesson 
5
Trusting Jesus 
about the Future
The part of the Good News that announces Jesus’ return can create some confusion.  We’re challenged to have an open-ended expectation.  He could return at any moment.  But we want to know the date.  We think it would be easier to live faithfully if we knew God’s schedule.  Would it?
	Key Verse

14We believe that Jesus died and rose again and so we believe that God will bring with Jesus those who have fallen asleep in him. (1 Thess. 4:14)  


 1 Thessalonians 4:13-5:11

The Coming of the Lord 

 13Brothers, we do not want you to be ignorant about those who fall asleep, or to grieve like the rest of men, who have no hope. 14We believe that Jesus died and rose again and so we believe that God will bring with Jesus those who have fallen asleep in him. 15According to the Lord's own word, we tell you that we who are still alive, who are left till the coming of the Lord, will certainly not precede those who have fallen asleep. 16For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 17After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever. 18Therefore encourage each other with these words.
1 Thessalonians 5

 1Now, brothers, about times and dates we do not need to write to you, 2for you know very well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. 3While people are saying, "Peace and safety," destruction will come on them suddenly, as labor pains on a pregnant woman, and they will not escape. 

Go Deeper
This lesson’s passage and a parallel passage in 1 Corinthians 15 explain 
 4But you, brothers, are not in darkness so that this day should surprise you like a thief. 5You are all sons of the light and sons of the day. We do not belong to the night or to the darkness. 6So then, let us not be like others, who are asleep, but let us be alert and self-controlled. 7For those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who get drunk, get drunk at night. 8But since we belong to the day, let us be self-controlled, putting on faith and love as a breastplate, and the hope of salvation as a helmet. 9For God did not appoint us to suffer wrath but to receive salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ. 10He died for us so that, whether we are awake or asleep, we may live together with him. 11Therefore encourage one another and build each other up, just as in fact you are doing.

important details about the stages of Christ’s return.  Paul calls this area of teaching “a mystery” (1 Cor. 15:51). Much we will not understand now, but we can trust God to do what He says He will do.  God unveiled through Paul information about His eternal plan that had been kept hidden until then.  Ponder that information.


Begin by reading 1 Corinthians 15:51-58.  The wonder and mystery is that not all of us are going to die.  The same thing he wrote in 1 Thessalonians 4 he also wrote later in 1 Corinthians 15.  We need to trust Jesus for the future.  And 
Go Deeper Continued…

if our next step is the step into glory at the Rapture, we can depend on Him to meet us in the air.  He’s been through enemy territory before.  Remember, Satan is the prince of the power of the air (see Eph. 2:2).  When we get caught up to glory, we’re going through enemy territory, but we can count on our Commander-in-Chief to lead the way safely and rather dramatically.  That’s why it’s significant that He Himself will descend. And He will shout (1 Thess. 4:16).  Taking us to heaven is too important to the Lord Jesus to assign this task to one of His angel-lieutenants.

These passages don’t deal with Christ’s final return.  This is not Jesus coming to establish His kingdom on earth.  This passage is very different from Revelations 19, when Jesus comes again.  In 1 Thessalonians 4, Christ comes in the clouds.  In Revelations 19, Christ comes to the earth.  In Thessalonians 4, Christ comes alone.  In Revelations 19, Christ comes with an army.  In 1 Thessalonians 4, Christ comes for His saints.  In Revelation 19, Christ comes with His saints.  In 1 Thessalonians 4, Christ comes on a retrieval mission.  In Revelations 19, Christ comes on a battle mission.  In 1 Thessalonians 4, Satan and Antichrist don’t even appear.  In Revelation 19, they are central characters in the story.  The passage in 1 Thessalonians is truly a great source of comfort for those who are walking with Christ.  Let it be a source of comfort to you.  You’ll see your loved ones “in Christ” again.  That’ God’s promise to you.

his section of Paul’s letter is probably an ongoing response to the issues and questions Timothy reported after his visit.  In the excitement of the early days of their faith, the Thessalonians were anticipating Christ’s imminent return.  They thought He would be back any day for them.  Then some of the believers began to die.  What was God’s plan for them?  Troubled hearts wanted to know.
   When Paul writes about falling asleep in 1 Thessalonians 4:13-15, it’s evident from the context he’s not talking about a nap; he is talking about people who have died.  Using the word sleep as a metaphor for death is a common practice in Scripture.  His point is, “I don’t want you to be [uninformed] about those who have died already.  The information Paul was about to reveal to them would allow them to sorrow with hope rather than “grieve as others do who have no hope” (4:13).  If we’re going to trust Jesus for the final step in our lives, the step into the future, we have to trust Him that perhaps that step will come for us by resurrection after we have died.

“For a follower of Jesus, life and death must be seen from eternity’s point of view. Even the best fleeting pleasures in this world are not worth exchanging for our souls… We follow the Lord Jesus Christ, “who died for us so that whether we are awake or asleep we might live with him.”
Verse 14 clearly spells out our basis for hope when it comes to our won death: “For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have fallen asleep” (4:14).


So, we have the hope of resurrection.  We know that there is going to be a tomorrow.  And that tomorrow is absolutely secure and sure for us because of Jesus’ resurrection from the dead.  Even if we die, we have God’s promise we will live again.  Jesus said, “Because I live, you also will live” (John 14:19).  That’s His promise to you; you can believe it.


Now, why should we not grieve like others who have not hope? First, because we have here a promise from God’s Word that gives us hope.  Second, we have a glorious future with the Lord Jesus.  Jesus also has assured us that because He lives, we shall live also (see also John 11:25-26).


We don’t have to be worried about dying even though we don’t like the prospect of it.  If we are in Christ, we know that we have a hope of resurrection.  But let’s not lose sight of something even better than that!  “For this we declare to you by a word from the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will not precede those who have fallen asleep” (1 Thess. 4:15, italic added). There’s something exhilarating (and comforting) about the possibility of cheating death!


Paul’s teaching is clear.  Some who follow Christ will die before our Lord returns for us.  Those who die before Christ returns are not doomed.  Christ will raise the bodies of those who have trusted Him as Savior but have died, and their bodies will be reunited with their spirits that went to live with the Lord at their death.  Thus, those dead will be just as alive at Christ’s return as those of us who have never died.  Together we will be caught up into the air to meet the Lord.  Talk about a promise of victory!


But how do we know that?  Here’s what the Bible says: “For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry of command, with the voice of an archangel, and with the sound of the trumpet of God.  And the dead in Christ will rise first “(4:16).  Let’s think about the sequence her.  First, the Lord descends from heaven with a shout –a commanding shout.  We’ve seen this before.  When Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead, “He cried out with a loud voice, ‘Lazarus, come out’” (John 11:43).  There is precedent for Jesus shouting, “Come on up here!” and waking the dead.  This passage also mentions the trumpet of God and the voice of the archangel.  We know from Scripture (see Matt. 24:29-31; 1 Cor. 15:51-58) that these are appropriate accompanying sounds to the mighty voice of Christ.  What a wake-up call!

Next, 1 Thessalonians 4:17 tells us that after the dead in Christ rise from their graves into the air, then God’s living saints will join them on the way up to heaven.  This is definitely a one-of-a- kind experience awaiting believers.  The word for “caught up” has an exciting aspect to it that is best captured in a term borrowed from the Latin translation of the Bible – Rapture. We may not know all the details, but we know the Rapture is God’s catching us up to live forever with Him in heaven (see also Acts 1:8-9).  The very word used for Jesus ascending into heaven when He left this earth is the same word that is used for our ascending into heaven when He catches us up to be with Him forever (1 Thess. 4:17).


The first eleven verses of 1 Thessalonians 5 brings the subject back to the present.  Once we’ve settled the issue of death, we need to get busy with the issue of living for Christ on this side of eternity. Paul points to the sleepwalking tendency of people of this world.  Their ultimate goal is peace and security in this life.  For a follower of Jesus, life and death must be seen from eternity’s point of view.  Even the best fleeting pleasures in this world are not worth exchanging for our souls (see Mark 8:36). We follow the Lord Jesus Christ, “who died for us so that whether we are awake or asleep we might live with him” (1 Thess. 5:10).

Express It

If you haven’t experienced grief before, it is highly likely that you will at some time in the future.  Pain and loss are not easy.  They are part of living in a fallen world.  Nut these verses give us hope and comfort.  If you are grieving right now, ask God for a renewed sense of the security you and your loved ones can have in Him.  Leave tomorrow in His hands and live for Him today.
Consider It

As you read 1 Thessalonians 4:13-5:11, consider these questions:
1) Where did Paul say his teaching on the fate of the dead came from?
(See 1 Thess. 4:15.)

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

2) What is the difference between grieving with hope and grieving without hope?
_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

3) In both 4:18 and 5:11 Paul tells us this teaching can encourage us. What does he mean?
_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

4) How has the promise of the resurrection and Jesus’ return influenced your view of death?
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

5) What would you most like to be doing the moment you are caught up to meet Christ?    


_____________________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________________

6) How would you begin to respond to someone who stated he or she thought life ended with physical death?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7) Knowing that Christ could return for us at any moment, what kind of a checklist should you mentally go through each day to make sure you are ready?
_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________
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